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Mines give poor a golden opportunity

‘Life has really changed in this area’

Burkina Faso says it could become Africa’s
fourth-largest gold producer as prosperity
takes root in impoverished villages

Kate Thomas.
Forelgn Correspondent

‘QUAGADOUGOU /] In 2007, the UN
ed Burking Faso, 2 cotton-de-
pendent country, the seventh poor-
westin the world, A few months later
the government discovered it was
sitting on reserves of at least 120
tonnes of gold.

In the past twoy four industri-
al foreign-owned mines have begun
fong two more are 1o open
- The governmen
nascent gold industry could des
ically improve the economy of
landlocked West African country.
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price of cotton has fallen in the glo-
bal economic erisis.”
Burkina Faso ptmluu-ll 5.38
tonnes of gold in 2008, a figure that
is expected to quadruple in the next
few years, About 200,000 people are
employed in the industrial and arti-
sanal mining sectors and gold is fast
becoming the country's No 2 export
after cotton.
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Bankrupt Zimbabwe tells
state schools to cut fees
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Sudan expects major rise in agriculture
investment by arid Arab countries
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